
Frameworks that empower, universi3es that deliver
Ramon Llull University, Barcelona

REFORM ROUNDTABLE: EU funding reform roundtable

Lucyna A. Woźniak

Research and 
Innovation 

LAB – FAB – APP
Investing in the European  
future we want

Report of the independent High Level Group 
on maximising the impact of  
EU Research & Innovation Programmes



Applica'on rate of Member States per inhabitant



Rate of successful applica.ons from different sectors





Funding per Member State per inhabitant



1. Priori(se research and innova(on in EU and 
na(onal budgets

v Ac#on: double the budget of the post-2020 EU R&I  programme



2. Build a true EU innova2on policy that creates
future markets

v Ac#on: Foster ecosystems for researchers, innovators, industries
and governments; promote and invest in innova2ve ideas with 
rapid scale-up poten2al through a EICouncil. 



2. Build a true EU innova2on policy that creates
future markets

v Ac#on:  Foster ecosystems for researchers, innovators, industries and 
governments; 

v Promote and invest in innova2ve ideas with rapid scale-up poten2al through
a European Innova2on Council. 



3. Educate for the future and invest in people who
will make the changes

v Action: modernise, reward and resource the education and training of 
people for a creative and innovative Europe. 



4. Design the EU R&I programme for greater impact

v Ac#on: make the future programme’s pillars driven by purpose and 
impact, retune the proposal evaluaBon system and increase flexibility. 



5. Adopt a mission-oriented, impact-focused approach
to address global challenges

v Ac#on: set research and innova:on missions that address global
challenges and mobilise researchers, innovators and other
stakeholders to realise them

Prof. Mariana Mazzucato
Mission oriented R&I in EU



6/7. Ra(onalise the EU funding landscape and achieve
synergy with structural funds & simplify further

v Ac#on: cut the number of R&I funding schemes and instruments, make
those remaining reinforce each other and make synergy with other
programmes work. 

• Synergy of ESIF for Research and Innovation 
• EIT - EU-wide innovation networks of education, 

research, business and other stakeholders.
• Strategies  for Smart Specialisation (RIS3) 
• synergies with Horizon 2020
• allow R&D structural fund projects within the FP 

rules (seal of excellence)
• create mechanisms enabling the inclusion in FP 

projects  of research infrastructure financed 
through ESIF. 



8. Mobilise and involve ci0zens

v Ac#on: s0mulate co-design and co-crea0on through ci0zen involvement. 



9. Be&er align EU and na0onal R&I investment

v Ac#on: Ensure EU and na0onal alignment where it adds value to 
the EU’s R&I ambi0ons and missions. 



10. Make interna-onal R&I coopera-on a trade- mark
of EU research and innova-on

v Ac#on: open up the R&I programme to associa-on by the best and 
par-cipa-on by all, based on reciprocal co-funding or access to co-
funding in the partner country. 
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