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Who’s doing it?

• Laurea University of Applied
Science is one of the key
implementing organisations
of RIS strategy in Helsinki 
Region.

• LUAS operates in 6 cities in 
Helsinki Region.

• LUAS is strong in health & 
wellness.

• Helsinki-Uusimaa Regional
Council manages and implements
the regional strategies, including
the Smart Specialisation strategy

• The Council is mandated in law
the developer and planner of the
region.
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Where we operate? 

The Helsinki Region

• The capital region of Finland

• 26 municipalities

• 1,6 million people

• Share of GPD 38 per cent

• Fastest growing population, 15 000

• Innovation ecosystem located here

Helsinki 
Region
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• Ecosystem development – what is required in the future?
• to double the regional impact of research and innovation?

• to be a forerunner in the use of innovative products and services?

• How do we implement strategy in practice?

What is required in the future?
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Smart Specialisation in Helsinki Region

Spearhead
industries

Enabling
Knowledge
and
technologies

Strenghtening strenghts
New combinations and digitalisation

Active co-operation

Helsinki Smart Region

Innovation
Policy

Funding
instruments

Innovation
platforms
and piloting
environments
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So how does the strategy help us?

We connect actors around Helsinki 
region

We develop new solutions
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RIS3 Helsinki SMART Region priorities 2014-2020

Digitalisation as a crosscutting driver of Change
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Towards open ecosystem policy

Entreprenuer

ecosystem

Business 

ecosystem

- Ideas

- Start-ups

-Competent workforce

-Solutions by co-operation

Innovation

ecosystem

(incl academia)

- Know-how

- Research

Ref. TEM- seminar: 9.3.2017, New forms and tools of business and research, H.Pekkala

- Process:
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EU

Strategic level co-creation 

Laurea Strategy 2020



helsinkismart.fi

Implementing the strategy
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The Brand: Helsinki Smart Region

• Helsinki Smart Region strategy is part of EU-wide Research and 
Innovation strategy of smart specialisation.

• As part of an on-going process, we have branded RIS more 
attractively as ’Helsinki Smart Region’. 
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Helsinkismart.fi 

A way of implementing and showcasing the 
Helsinki Smart Region strategy.
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Case examples

22.1.2018Author 13
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• It is a strategic choice to be part of an ecosystem

• We need the will in the EU-level & in the national level to 
be the same as in the regional level to embed ecosystem in 
society

The Message
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Thank you!

Johanna.juselius@uudenmaanliitto.fi

kyosti.vakevainen@laurea.fi

mailto:Johanna.juselius@uudenmaanliitto.fi
mailto:kyosti.vakevainen@laurea.fi

