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Salzburg Principles
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ii. Embedding in institutional strategies and policies: 

universities as institutions need to assume responsibility 

for ensuring that the doctoral programmes and research 

training they offer are designed to meet new challenges 

and include appropriate professional career development

opportunities.

viii. The promotion of innovative structures: to meet the 

challenge of interdisciplinary training and the development 

of transferable skills.



Philosophy of Science
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'PhD' means 'Doctor of Philosophy'. Yet, most doctoral 

students have never attended a course on Philosophy of 

Science, disregarding the link between epistemology, 

methodology, ontology, and axiology. They thus perceive 

their research project as a sequence of tasks such as 

literature review, methodological choice, and data 

collection, rather than a system of interdependent 

decisions that integrates theory (epistemology), method 

(methodology), data (ontology), rhetoric (axiology of the 

audience), and authorship (axiology of the author).



Theoretical framework of 21 questions

6/22/2017Ricardo Morais 4



Help to answer the 21 questions

6/22/2017Ricardo Morais 5



Self-evaluation of the 21 answers
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Visual research design
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Review
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Parente, C. & Ferro, L. 2016. Idea Puzzle 

(www.ideapuzzle.com), created by Ricardo Morais. 

Academy of Management Learning & Education, 15(3), 

643-645.

"All-in-all, we believe Idea Puzzle is a very useful tool for 

research across a multitude of disciplines, not only for PhD 

students as they learn about all of the elements of 

research project design, but also for reviewers and 

research project teams as they work to move forward with 

their research and expand their existing skill sets." 



Testimonial
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Patrícia Rosado Pinto, Head of the NOVA Doctoral School, 

Portugal

"The support that doctoral students and supervisors can 

find in a tool such as the Idea Puzzle software lead NOVA 

Doctoral School to offer this resource that, in our opinion, 

has a solid theoretical framework and an undeniable 

usefulness, not only for the research design, but also as a 

roadmap for the thesis supervision and as a guide for the 

preparation of its defense." 



Audiences
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Currently, there are around 7000 users from all over the 

world registered at www.ideapuzzle.com thanks to several 

doctoral schools that license the Idea Puzzle software 

annually (1000 euros per year) for their doctoral students, 

methodology teachers, and doctoral supervisors.



Benefits
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The main benefits of the Idea Puzzle software are:

1. The holistic diagnosis of the strengths and weaknesses 

of a research project;

2. The innovative teaching of research methods;

3. The structured peer review. 



Santander Universities Award
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