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Definitions

• First used by John Unsworth, in 2002, but became a 
fashionable concept with the book Companion to Digital 
Humanities, in 2004.

• Susan Hockey, 2004: “interdisciplinary academic area (…) 
concerned with the applications of computing to research and 
teaching within subjects that are loosely defined as «the 
humanities»”.

• Dan Cohen, 2011: “the use of digital media and technology to 
advance the full range of thought and practice in the 
humanities, from the creation of scholarly resources, to 
research on those resources, to the communication of results 
to colleagues and students”.



• It continues to be presented and enthusiastically debated in 
the academic world.

• And the definitions can be a surprise!

Definitions



http://whatisdigitalhumanities.com/



• It continues to be presented and enthusiastically debated in 
the academic world.

• And the definitions can be a surprise!

• All this can only mean that it is still a developing area, seeking 
to assert itself.

• But is it really a discipline or a scientific area? Or is it a 
community of practice?

Definitions



Revolution vs. Refusal

• From "Computation in the Humanities" to "Digital 
Humanities”

• The role of Linguistics as a pioneer in the connection between 
computing and humanities (Roberto Busa, circa 1949, analysis 
of the work of St. Thomas Aquinas)



Roberto Busa



Revolution vs. Refusal

• From "Computation in the Humanities" to "Digital 
Humanities”

• The role of Linguistics as a pioneer in the connection between 
computing and humanities (Roberto Busa, circa 1949, analysis 
of the work of St. Thomas Aquinas)

• Between the 1960s and 1990s, the application of computing 
has expanded far beyond the analysis of corpora

• The great spread of PCs and the advent of the Internet

• The year 2005 as a turning point?: the importance of the 
Social Web

• Between "revolution" and "refusal": the difficult incorporation 
of computing in the Humanities



The “community” of Digital Humanities

• The concept of "community of practices" in the definition of 
the Digital Humanities identity

• A "community of practices" as a way of bringing together 
researchers from different disciplines, backgrounds, countries 
or languages

• The use of "community" as a research methodology



http://blogs.ucl.ac.uk/transcribe-bentham/ 
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The “community” of Digital Humanities

• The concept of "community of practices" in the definition of 
the Digital Humanities identity

• A "community of practices" as a way of bringing together 
researchers from different disciplines, backgrounds, countries 
or languages

• The use of "community" as a research methodology

• The idea of "community of practices" as a way of promoting 
interdisciplinarity in the Humanities

• The "community" as a validation tool for academic work

• The importance of opening the academy to the "community”



Digital Humanities in research and teaching

• Pushing the boundaries of academic publishing



http://dhdebates.gc.cuny.edu/ 



Digital Humanities in research and teaching

• Pushing the boundaries of academic publishing

• PhD students and young researchers using the “digital 
community” for sharing knowledge, collecting contributions 
and networking



http://www.cameronblevins.org/



http://www.franziska.fr/
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Digital Humanities in research and teaching

• Pushing the boundaries of academic publishing

• PhD students and young researchers using the “digital 
community” for sharing knowledge, collecting contributions 
and networking

• But a weaker commitment of the Digital Humanities 
community regarding teaching and learning

• A greater emphasis on academic research and publication



The digital in History at NOVA

• First experience in teaching in the 1980s with little success

• Since 2002 incorporated in the History degree and since 2015 
in Archaeology

• But not in the masters degree

• A relevant role in the methodologies of the PhD degree since 
2011 and already with some impact



Data management, GIS, Network analysis and 
Social media 



The digital in History at NOVA

• First experience in teaching in the 1980s with little success

• Since 2002 incorporated in the History degree and since 2015 
in Archaeology

• But not in the masters degree

• A relevant role in the methodologies of the PhD degree since 
2011 and already with some impact

• The digital world is evolving in a much faster and more 
dynamic way than the doctorate training cycle

• The digital learning curve and the obsolescence of the 
technology



The digital at NOVA Doctoral School

• The Digital Humanities are present but in a more diffuse way

• Nova Doctoral School offers transversal courses to all PhD

• Improving digital skills is an important component of many of 
the courses offered



http://www.unl.pt/en/study/doctoral-school/courses



The digital at NOVA Doctoral School

• The Digital Humanities are present but in a more diffuse way

• Nova Doctoral School offers transversal courses to all PhD

• Improving digital skills is an important component of many of 
the courses offered

• Allow students to integrate digital tools and methodologies 
into their studies and research projects

• Digital Humanities appears as a natural component of the 
curriculum



Thank you!
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