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PhD candidates

Supervisors / supervisory teams

Doctoral Advisory Committees

Research groups / departments

Faculties

Doctoral Schools

Ombudspersons

(Ethical Committees / Office Research Integrity)

University

Examination boards

Peer reviewers / Editors

Funding agencies

External stakeholders

…



Actors in quality
assurance

http://www.evenementenhal.nl/hardenberg/

beurzen/view/267/beleef-lego-dagen/ http://littlescandinavian.com

© UGent, H. Christiaens

http://trainingvergaderen.nl/

wp-content/uploads/2015/09/brainstorm.post-it.jpg

© UGent, H. Christiaens

© UGent, N. Vermeulen



http://www.evenementenhal.nl/hardenberg/

beurzen/view/267/beleef-lego-dagen/

© UGent, H. Christiaens

Quality
framework



http://www.evenementenhal.nl/hardenberg/

beurzen/view/267/beleef-lego-dagen/

© UGent, H. Christiaens

Quality
framework



http://www.evenementenhal.nl/hardenberg/

beurzen/view/267/beleef-lego-dagen/

© UGent, H. Christiaens

Faculty



http://www.evenementenhal.nl/hardenberg/

beurzen/view/267/beleef-lego-dagen/

© UGent, H. Christiaens

Faculty

Faculty Doctoral Committee

 Mission: stimulate high-quality PhD degrees

 Focus: monitor quality during PhD process

 Admission of PhD candidate (candidate and project)

 Check ethical approval

 Submission of PhD thesis (meets the requirements?)

 Examination board (members, avoid COI)

 Interaction with Doctoral School (at management level)

 Personal contacts with PhD students

 Interaction with ombudspersons and dean

 Interaction with Faculty Committee for Scientific Research (PhD 

research fully embedded in faculty’s research culture)
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Faculty Doctoral Committee

 Valuable partner in implementation quality framework

 Brings faculty and rectorate closer together

 Brings rectorate and PhD students closer together

 Fully embeds PhD research in research culture of faculty

Challenges

 Foster and nurture relationships

 Fully acknowledge partnerships

 Further engage in implementation quality framework

 Promote as good practice (Faculty of Law)

Faculty



Nele.Bracke@UGent.be

www.ugent.be/doctoralschools
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