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Developing inter discipline master programs  

with inspiration from strategic partners 

A challenging innovative education 
perspective 

Ann-Charlotte Larsson and Niklas Ammert 

Linnaeus University  



A modern, international university  

in the Småland region of Sweden 
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One of Sweden’s 
newest universities 
• Located in Kalmar and Växjö 

• 32,000 students 

• 15,300 full-time equivalents 

• 2,100 employees 

• Sweden’s sixth largest university in 

terms of number of students 
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MaCopenhagen lmö
Växjö

Kalmar

Stockholm

Gothenburg

Sweden

Where is Linnaeus University located? 
• Southern Sweden, Scandinavia 

• Two-campus university, Växjö and Kalmar (1 hour by train between the two)  
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In the spirit of 
Carl Linnaeus 
• Curiosity 

• Creativity 

• Companionship 

• Utility 

Linnaeus 

University’s vision 
• ”Linnaeus University – a creative 

and international knowledge 

environment promoting curiosity, 

creativity, companionship, and 

utility.” 
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Organisation 

• Faculty of Arts and Humanities 

• Faculty of Health and Life Sciences 

• Faculty of Social Sciences  

• Faculty of Technology 

• School of Business and Economics 

• Board of Teacher Education 
 

 

 



Textruta: skriv in rubrik och brödtext i rutan. 

Markera brödtexten och klicka på knappen 

”indrag” då blir det rätt format på brödtexten. 

The Bridge – 
Linnaeus 
University in 
collaboration 
with IKEA 
• A multidisciplinary research 

and education collaboration 

about life at home and the 

conditions of production 

• The master programme 

Innovation through Business, 

Engineering and Design 

• The Kamprad Family 

Foundation. 
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Business 

Design  

Innovation  

Engineering 

Innovation concept 
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Sem. 1 

Local 

Innovation 

Sem. 2 

Global 

Innovation 

Sem. 3 

Studies at 

LNU or 

abroad 

Sem. 4 

Master 

Thesis 

First Year Second Year 

Outline of Master of Innovation 
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Project based Learning  

Supported by class room lectures , workshops, lab work and Company 

interactions in each discipline 

 

Lectures : 

• 1. Theory of CORE discipline  - teachers across 3 faculties                  

 

• 2. Methodology related to project work and project  management 

 

• 3. Skills at work – professional ethics and leadership                                                     
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Semester 1 – Local Innovation,           Module 1-   IKEA Module  

 

• Working with product designers and experts from IKEA on the product briefs given by them to 

design a product for IKEA 

• Workshops and design meetings at IKEA product development HQ in Älmhult, working with Living 

Labs 

• Working in Interdisciplinary teams to create the end result 

• Design boards, Prototyping, Target segmentation, Target costing , Customer mapping and feedback 

• Wash council with IKEA designers – presentation, opinion, feedback and critique 
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Product related Local Innovation with 

companies from Småland 
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Global Innovation  
ISSUES RELATED TO GLOBAL CONTEXTS AND PROBLEMS 
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Learning objectives 

• Learning core discipline in the practitioner’s shoes 

• Ability to deliver in a team – multidisciplinary work 

• Deeper knowledge within the field – core discipline 

• Knowledge outside the core field 
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Challenges  

Initiation 

Budget 

Implementation 

Management 

Teachers  

Administration 

Cooperation 
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Next steps 

Review and update of Innovation Master 

 Student and teacher interviews 

 Input from alumni, employers and partners 

 

New Masters developments 

 Master in E-health     Technology and Health and 

Life Science 

 Master in Educational Technology  Pedagogy and Technology 

 

Use of previous experience to create an learning organisation 
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Scholarship students luncheon in June 2018 
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The program responsible 

Miguel Salinas                   Soinya Billore                      Peter Lerman 




