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The European University Association and Science Europe
Join Efforts to Improve Scholarly Research Assessment

Methodologies

Evaluating research and asses
funders and research perfarming oeg

archers is fundamental to the research enterprise and core 1o the activities of r

sing 1

Both organisations have now completed studies of their

ns, as well as universities. The European University Association (EUA) and Stience
ween their members, who share the responsibility of developing and

related to research assessment processes which together
provides a unique perspective and snapshot of the
current research assessment system in Europe.

imp
activity in the digital era

menting more acurate, open

organisatiol re well-placed 10 explore new and improved research as ment approaches. while also being indispensable in
turning these innhovations Into systemic reforms

EUA and Science Europe are committed to working together on buslding » strong dial
to

Que between their members, with a view

* support necessary changes for & better balance between qualitative and quantitat sessment approaches
#iming at evaluating the merits of scholarly research, Furthermare, novel criteria and methods need to be developed towards
a falrer and more transparent assessment of research, researchers and research teams, conducive to selecting exceflent
proposals and researchers

« recognise the diversity of research outputs and other relevant academic activities and their value in a manner that is
appropriate 10 each research Neld and that challenges the overraliance on journal-based metrics

research
5t dimensions of research quality and credit

essment processes and methods that accurately reflect the v
all scientific contributions appeopriately

EUA and Science Europe will 1aunch activities to further engage their members in impeaving and strengthening their research

‘ — Both studies point to the need for substantial and
el e el Lo T ol concerted change to the way research and researchers
S ep—— - s are assessed.
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Wider context

Consideration of the need for substantial changes to the
research assessment system is timely and links well with
other ongoing initiatives...
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Science Europe recommendations

1. What approaches are used to assess and select proposals and researchers in a transparent and robust
manner?

Recommendations focus to continual need to improve transparency and clarity of all aspects of assessment
processes, and the need to monitor and regularly evaluate the processes implemented.

2. What are the challenges that research organisations face during assessment processes

Recommendations in this section focus on the need to continually address bias, discrimination, and unfair
treatment in assessment processes, the cost and efficiency of such processes, and the time and effort
burdens placed on reviewers and applicants.

3. What are the current developments in the assessment of research proposals and researchers?

Recommendations relate to developments supporting qualitative assessments, the implementation of
novel assessment techniques and promotion of evidence-based knowledge sharing and mutual learning
between research organisations. Finally, the recommendations highlight considerations for organisations who
are (or are planning) to implement challenge-oriented programmes.
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Science Europe is the association representing major public
organisations that fund or perform excellent, ground-breaking

i and the scientific community to help build
arch Area and shape the global scientific



http://www.scienceeurope.org/

