




AUSTRIA
 

Public Funding Observatory 2017

Austria maintains a level of investment to universities above GDP growth and in line with an expanding
student population. The ‘staircase’ progression in funding re�ects the three-year contractual framework
between the state and universities, eroded by in�ation in the second and third year or each cycle.
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AUSTRIA

Item
Total public funding 

(EUR)1

Total public funding 
as percentage of 

GDP2
Inflation rate3 Student numbers4 Staff numbers5

Sources Universities Austria
Eurostat (for GDP at 

market prices)
Eurostat Universities Austria Universities Austria

2008 1,870,000,000 0.64% 3.2% 223,562 32,698

2009 1,870,000,000 0.65% 0.4% 255,561 33,715

2010 2,169,000,000 0.74% 1.7% 265,030 33,918

2011 2,169,000,000 0.70% 3.6% 272,061 34,276

2012 2,169,000,000 0.68% 2.6% 275,523 34,064

2013 2,470,000,000 0.77% 2.1% 273,280 34,569

2014 2,470,000,000 0.75% 1.5% 277,678 35,090

2015 2,470,000,000 0.73% 0.8% 280,550 35,621

2016 2,699,000,000 0.77% 1.0% 280,989 35,733

2017 2,699,000,000 o N/A N/A N/A N/A

Last update: 30/11/2017

N/A= not available c = corrected f = forecast/estimate p = provisional o = officially announced figure

3 Harmonised Indices of Consumer Prices (HICPs) inflation rate as annual average rate of change. HICPs are designed for international comparisons of 
consumer price inflation

4 Total number of regular students (headcount) enrolled in public universities in Austria (excluding further education). Student numbers are reported per 
academic year (2008 = academic year 2008/2009)

2 Total public funding as defined above as percentage of GDP at market prices (revised as described in PFO report)

1 Total public funding in EUR provided to higher education institutions by national authorities only, not including EU funds  

5 Total number of academic and non-academic staff employed in public universities in Austria. Staff numbers are reported per academic year (2008 = 
academic year 2008/2009)
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CZECH REPUBLIC

Item
Total public 

funding (EUR)1

Total public 
funding (in 

national currency) 
(CZK)2

Total public 
funding as 

percentage of 
GDP3

Inflation rate4 Student 
numbers5 Staff numbers6

Sources
European Commission 
official exchange rate 
June 2017

Czech Rectors 
Conference

Eurostat (for GDP at 
market prices)

Eurostat

Czech Rectors 
Conference; Ministry 
of Education, Youth 
and Sports of Czech 
Republic

Czech Rectors 
Conference; Ministry 
of Education, Youth 
and Sports of Czech 
Republic

2008 910,640,987 c 24,101,935,000 0.57% c 6.3% 319,148 32,903

2009 930,980,088 c 24,640,250,000 0.63% c 0.6% 333,148 33,277

2010 911,707,711 c 24,130,168,000 0.58% c 1.2% 339,361 32,799

2011 847,241,395 c 22,423,938,000 0.52% c 2.2% c 339,054 31,684

2012 780,360,524 c 20,653,802,000 0.48% c 3.5% 333,501 29,265

2013 823,810,859 c 21,803,802,000 0.52% c 1.4% 324,594 29,056

2014 822,564,023 c 21,770,802,000 0.53% c 0.4% 305,614 29,438

2015 812,020,019 c 21,491,733,845 0.49% c 0.3% 292,578 29,854

2016 769,905,051 c 20,377,076,980 0.44% c 0.6% 280,340 N/A

2017 817,133,675 o 21,627,076,980 o N/A N/A N/A N/A

Last update: 30/11/2017

N/A= not available c = corrected f = forecast/estimate p = provisional o = officially announced figure

6 Total number of academic and non-academic staff employed in public HEIs in Czech Republic. Staff numbers are reported per academic year (2008 = academic 
year 2008/2009)

1 Total public funding in EUR provided to public and state universities by the Ministry of Education, Youth and Sport, not including EU funds

2 Total public funding in CZK provided to public and state universities by the Ministry of Education, Youth and Sport, not including EU funds

3 Total public funding as defined above as percentage of GDP at market prices (revised as described in PFO report)

4 Harmonised Indices of Consumer Prices (HICPs) inflation rate as annual average rate of change. HICPs are designed for international comparisons of consumer 
price inflation

5 Total number of students enrolled in public HEIs in Czech Republic (FTE). Student numbers are reported per academic year (2008 = academic year 2008/2009)



DENMARK
 

Public Funding Observatory 2017

The steady growth of public funding to Danish universities is not suf�cient to alleviate the high
demographic pressure on the sector, even if the investment effort is above GDP growth. The government
has put forward a new public funding system still based on zero tuition fees (Danish and EU students),
student’s completion time and employability, etc.
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DENMARK

Item
Total public 

funding (EUR)1

Total public 
funding (in 

national 
currency) (DKK)2

Total public 
funding as 

percentage of 
GDP3

Inflation rate4 Student 
numbers5 Staff numbers6

Sources
European Commission 
official exchange rate 

June 2017
Universities Denmark

Eurostat (for GDP at 
market prices)

Eurostat Universities Denmark Universities Denmark

2008 2,311,145,761 c 17,194,000,000 0.96% 3.6% 74,445 26,596

2009 2,541,803,323 c 18,910,000,000 1.10% 1.0% c 76,734 28,039

2010 2,700,548,417 c 20,091,000,000 1.11% c 2.2% 80,128 29,579

2011 2,824,076,563 c 21,010,000,000 1.14% c 2.7% 85,408 30,405

2012 2,901,365,665 c 21,585,000,000 1.14% c 2.4% 92,002 31,721

2013 2,987,122,964 c 22,223,000,000 1.15% c 0.5% 98,693 33,450

2014 3,030,136,029 c 22,543,000,000 1.14% c 0.4% c 108,502 33,997

2015 3,048,685,413 c 22,681,000,000 c 1.12% c 0.2% 110,494 33,874

2016 3,109,441,368 c 23,133,000,000 1.12% c 0.0% 111,926 33,470

2017 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A

Last update: 30/11/2017

N/A= not available c = corrected f = forecast/estimate p = provisional o = officially announced figure

6 Total number of academic and non-academic staff enrolled in the 8 member universities of Universities Denmark, counted in FTEs (include full-time and part-
time staff). Staff numbers are reported per academic year (2008 = academic year 2008/2009)

1 Total public funding in EUR provided to higher education institutions by all public authorities in the country with a significant funding role for higher education, 
not including EU funds  

2 Total public funding in national currency provided to higher education institutions by all public authorities in the country with a significant funding role for higher 
education, not including EU funds

3 Total public funding as defined above as percentage of GDP at market prices (revised as described in PFO report)

4 Harmonised Indices of Consumer Prices (HICPs) inflation rate as annual average rate of change. HICPs are designed for international comparisons of consumer 
price inflation

5 Total number of students enrolled in the 8 member universities of Universities Denmark, counted in full time equivalents (FTEs). Student numbers are reported 
per academic year (2008 = academic year 2008/2009)



ESTONIA
 

Public Funding Observatory 2017

Estonian universities are back to operating with about 20% less funding than in 2008, after budget cuts
cancelled out relative improvements achieved in the middle of the period. The country is also faced with
the issue of a dwindling student population. GDP growth has been sustained since 2011 and offers space
for reinvestment. 
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ESTONIA

Item
Total public funding 

(EUR)1

Total public funding 
as percentage of 

GDP2
Inflation rate3 Student numbers4 Staff numbers

Sources

HaridusSilm (Statistical 
Database of the Estonian 
Ministry of Education and 

Research)

Eurostat (for GDP at 
market prices)

Eurostat
Estonian Rectors' 

Conference
N/A

2008 254,500,000 1.54% 10.6% 66,333 N/A

2009 202,100,000 1.43% 0.2% 66,966 N/A

2010 214,300,000 1.46% 2.7% 67,055 N/A

2011 252,500,000 c 1.51% 5.1% 65,389 N/A

2012 259,200,000 c 1.45% 4.2% 62,483 N/A

2013 234,600,000 c 1.24% 3.2% 57,791 N/A

2014 226,300,000 c 1.15% 0.5% 53,254 N/A

2015 228,500,000 1.13% 0.1% 49,590 N/A

2016 N/A N/A 0.8% N/A N/A

2017 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A

Last update: 30/11/2017

N/A= not available c = corrected f = forecast/estimate p = provisional o = officially announced figure

Note: Estonian funding data is provided in Euro even for the years prior to the entry into the Eurozone because of its fixed exchange rate with the Euro 
during that period.

1 General government expenditure for tertiary education, including EU structural funds

2 Total public funding as defined above as percentage of GDP at market prices (revised as described in PFO report)

3 Harmonised Indices of Consumer Prices (HICPs) inflation rate as annual average rate of change. HICPs are designed for international comparisons of 
consumer price inflation

4 Total ISCED'97 5&6 in Estonia (including private institutions), counted in full time equivalents (FTE) . Student numbers are reported per academic year 
(2008 = academic year 2008/2009)



FINLAND
 

Public Funding Observatory 2017

The funding dataset for Finland spans over the period of 2010-2015. Finland is a shrinking system, as
public funding for universities decreased at a slightly lower pace than the student population. The GDP
share of funding for universities also declined over the same period in Finland, although it remains one of
the highest in Europe.
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FINLAND

Item
Total public funding 

(EUR)1

Total public funding 
as percentage of 

GDP2
Inflation rate3 Student numbers4 Staff numbers5

Sources
Statistics Finland and 

Ministry of Education and 
Culture

Eurostat (for GDP at 
market prices)

Eurostat

Vipunen (Ministry of 
Education and Culture 
and Finnish Board of 
National Education)

Universities Finland UNIFI

2008 N/A N/A 3.9% 111,775 N/A

2009 N/A N/A 1.6% 114,448 N/A

2010 2,162,000,000 1.16% 1.7% 114,192 31,561 c

2011 2,330,000,000 1.18% 3.3% 113,918 31,530 c

2012 2,340,000,000 1.17% 3.2% 114,378 31,737 c

2013 2,341,000,000 1.15% 2.2% 113,624 c 31,481

2014 2,320,000,000 1.13% 1.2% 112,583 30,752

2015 2,323,000,000 1.11% -0.2% 111,800 29,957 c

2016 N/A N/A 0.4 116,045 28,683

2017 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A

Last update: 30/11/2017

N/A= not available c = corrected f = forecast/estimate p = provisional o = officially announced figure

1 Total public funding consists of expenditure of universities. Consumption expenditure refers to budget funded operating expenditure as entered in the 
financial statements of the state. Additionally, the consumption expenditure of university education and research includes external research funding of 
universities. Due to changes caused by the amended Universities Act, the data from 2010 onwards are not fully comparable with those on earlier years. EU 
structural funds are included.

2 Total public funding as defined above as percentage of GDP at market prices (revised as described in PFO report)

3 Harmonised Indices of Consumer Prices (HICPs) inflation rate as annual average rate of change. HICPs are designed for international comparisons of consumer 
price inflation

4 Total number of university students (all degrees, FTEs). Student numbers are reported per academic year (2008 = academic year 2008/2009)

5 Total number of academic and non-academic staff employed at public universities in Finland (FTEs). Staff numbers are reported per academic year (2008 = 
academic year 2008/2009)



FRANCE
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Public funding to public universities
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FRANCE

Item
Total public funding 

(EUR)1

Total public funding 
as percentage of 

GDP2
Inflation rate3 Student numbers4 Staff numbers5

Sources French Conference of 
University Presidents 

Eurostat (for GDP at 
market prices)

Eurostat
Ministry for Education 

and Research
Ministry for Education 

and Research

2008 21,000,000,000 1.05% 3.2% 1,863,000 137,585

2009 21,600,000,000 1.11% 0.1% 1,913,000 140,840

2010 22,900,000,000 1.15% 1.7% 1,909,000 141,309

2011 23,200,000,000 1.13% 2.3% 1,926,000 140,866

2012 23,300,000,000 1.12% 2.2% 1,950,000 140,820

2013 23,700,000,000 1.12% c 1.0% 1,986,000 140,084

2014 23,900,000,000 1.11% c 0.6% 2,039,000 142,434

2015 23,700,000,000 1.08% c 0.1% 2,101,000 142,377

2016 24,010,000,000 1.08% 0.3% 2,128,000 c 142,895

2017 N/A N/A N/A 2,159,000 N/A

Last update: 30/11/2017

N/A= not available c = corrected f = forecast/estimate p = provisional o = officially announced figure

1 Total public funding in EUR provided to higher education and research by national public authorities at different levels. The funding series has been revised 
in order to include: (1) all public funding from the state (85% of funding), territories (12%) and other public administration units (3%); (2) funding from 
European sources, chambres of commerce, industry, and agriculture.

2 Total public funding as defined above as percentage of GDP at market prices (revised as described in PFO report)

3 Harmonised Indices of Consumer Prices (HICPs) inflation rate as annual average rate of change. HICPs are designed for international comparisons of 
consumer price inflation

4 Total number of students (headcount) enrolled in public HEIs in France. The student series has been revised to exclude students enrolled at private 
universities. Student numbers are reported per academic year (2008 = academic year 2008/2009)

5 Total number of academic and non-academic staff (headcount) employed in public HEIs in France. Staff numbers are reported per academic year (2008 = 
academic year 2008/2009)



GERMANY
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Germany’s pace of investment appears sustainable, with 2017 in line with the country’s average annual
investment over the period and above GDP growth, but has to be considered in the context of an even
faster-expanding student population. This results in broadly stagnating basic funding to universities.
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GERMANY

Item
Total public funding 

(EUR)1

Total public funding 
as percentage of 

GDP2
Inflation rate3 Student numbers4 Staff numbers5

Sources German Rectors' 
Conference

Eurostat (for GDP at 
market prices)

Eurostat
German Rectors' 

Conference
German Rectors' 

Conference

2008 20,200,000,000 0.79% 2.8% 2,000,000 537,335

2009 21,500,000,000 0.87% 0.2% 2,100,000 573,364

2010 22,500,000,000 c 0.87% 1.1% c 2,200,000 601,682

2011 23,800,000,000 0.88% 2.5% 2,400,000 619,233

2012 24,700,000,000 0.90% 2.1% 2,500,000 640,021

2013 26,700,000,000 0.94% 1.6% 2,600,000 662,076

2014 27,900,000,000 0.95% 0.8% 2,700,000 675,146

2015 28,700,000,000 0.95% 0.1% 2,800,000 684,385

2016 30,000,000,000 0.96% 0.4% 2,800,000 N/A

2017 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A

Last update: 30/11/2017

N/A= not available c = corrected f = forecast/estimate p = provisional o = officially announced figure

3 Harmonised Indices of Consumer Prices (HICPs) inflation rate as annual average rate of change. HICPs are designed for international comparisons of 
consumer price inflation

4 Total number of students (headcount) enrolled in universities and universities of applied sciences in Germany (public and private). Student numbers are 
reported per academic year (2008 = academic year 2008/2009)

2 Total public funding as defined above as percentage of GDP at market prices (revised as described in PFO report)

1 Total public funding in EUR provided to higher education institutions by all public authorities in the country with a significant funding role for higher 
education  (Federal government and Länder)

5 Total number of academic and non-academic staff (headcount) in Germany (include temporary, part-time staff). Staff numbers are reported per academic 
year (2008 = academic year 2008/2009)



GREECE
 

Public Funding Observatory 2017

Data for Greece was provided in 2016 and shows a continued disinvestment of the country in the
university sector that vastly exceeds the drop in the student population and the scale of the economic
decline.
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GREECE

Item
Total public funding 

(EUR)1

Total public funding 
as percentage of 

GDP2
Inflation rate3 Student numbers4 Staff numbers5

Sources Greek Rectors' 
Conference

Eurostat (for GDP at 
market prices)

Eurostat
Greek Rectors' 
Conference

Greek Rectors' 
Conference

2008 263,200,000 0.11% 4.2% 369,219 N/A

2009 283,000,000 0.12% 1.3% 378,935 N/A

2010 245,500,000 0.11% 4.7% 397,309 N/A

2011 192,900,000 0.09% 3.1% 405,030 N/A

2012 200,400,000 0.10% 1.0% 409,932 N/A

2013 151,800,000 0.08% -0.9% 411,905 20,256

2014 131,000,000 0.07% -1.4% 427,510 20,267

2015 116,800,000 0.07% -1.1% N/A N/A

2016 98,200,000 0.06% 0.0% N/A 19,421

2017 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A

Last update: 30/11/2017

N/A= not available c = corrected f = forecast/estimate p = provisional o = officially announced figure

1 Total public funding in EUR provided to higher education institutions by national authorities only (not including EU funds or staff salaries). The funding 
series has been revised in line with the reported student numbers, therefore it only covers universities in Greece and it excludes Technological Educational 
Institutions (TEI)

2 Total public funding as defined above as percentage of GDP at market prices (revised as described in PFO report)

3 Harmonised Indices of Consumer Prices (HICPs) inflation rate as annual average rate of change. HICPs are designed for international comparisons of 
consumer price inflation

4 Total number of students (headcount) enrolled in Greek universities. Student numbers are reported per academic year (2008 = academic year 2008/2009)

5 Total number of academic and non-academic staff (headcount) employed in Greek universities. Staff numbers are reported per academic year (2008 = 
academic year 2008/2009)



HUNGARY
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Hungary’s ‘V-shaped’ funding trajectory suggests that the situation is slowly improving since 2013,
although not signi�cantly enough to compensate years of budget cuts. The 2017 nominal increase is

  worth nearly one third of the 2016 �gure, amidst the controversial reforming of the Hungarian HE sector.
Steady GDP growth hints at further investment possibilities.
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HUNGARY

Item
Total public 

funding (EUR)1

Total public 
funding (in 

national currency) 
(HUF)2

Total public 
funding as 

percentage of 
GDP3

Inflation rate4 Student numbers5 Staff numbers6

Sources
European Commission 
official exchange rate 

June 2017

Hungarian Rectors' 
Conference

Eurostat (for GDP at 
market prices)

Eurostat
Hungarian Rectors' 

Conference
Hungarian Rectors' 

Conference

2008 670,706,023 c 207,000,000,000 0.62% c 6.0% 381,033 51,871

2009 625,344,263 c 193,000,000,000 0.67% c 4.0% 370,331 53,165

2010 615,623,886 c 190,000,000,000 0.63% c 4.7% 361,347 57,015

2011 589,702,880 c 182,000,000,000 0.58% c 3.9% 359,824 54,114

2012 534,620,743 c 165,000,000,000 0.54% c 5.7% 338,467 54,317

2013 430,936,720 c 133,000,000,000 0.42% c 1.7% 320,124 52,337

2014 442,883,388 c 136,687,100,000 0.42% c 0.0% 306,524 54,563

2015 569,363,834 c 175,722,760,000 c 0.52% c 0.1% 295,316 57,743

2016 581,343,356 c 179,420,000,000 0.52% c 0.4% 287,018 57,516

2017 753,251,466 o 232,476,000,000 o N/A N/A N/A N/A

Last update: 30/11/2017

N/A= not available c = corrected f = forecast/estimate p = provisional o = officially announced figure

6 Total number of academic and non-academic staff (headcount) employed in public higher education institutions in Hungary. Staff numbers are reported per academic year 
(2008 = academic year 2008/2009)

1 Total public funding in EUR provided to higher education institutions by national public authorities only, not including EU funds

2 Total public funding provided to higher education institutions by national public authorities only, not including EU funds, in national currency.

3 Total public funding as defined above as percentage of GDP at market prices (revised as described in PFO report)

4 Harmonised Indices of Consumer Prices (HICPs) inflation rate as annual average rate of change. HICPs are designed for international comparisons of consumer price inflation

5 Total number of students enrolled in public higher education institutions in Hungary, counted in full time equivalents (FTE). Student numbers are reported per academic 
year (2008 = academic year 2008/2009).
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In the context of a robust economic growth with a surplus of almost 20% of end-year GDP in 2016,
Iceland signi�cantly re-invested in universities in the last two years. Iceland might close the funding gap
created between 2008 and 2012 in the short-term, although more remains to be done to accommodate
the expanding student population. 

 

Public funding to public universities
 

+7% academic staff
 

+13% students
 

Funding volumes (2008 basis)
 

Reading

Building Lego

English
+41%

 over 8 years in
nominal terms

 (2008-2016)
 

-4%
 over 8 years  

in real terms
 (2008-2016)
 

System in 'danger'
 

1.17 1.20
0.98

0

1

2

2008 2012 2016

0

-10.63%

-18.97%

-23.03%-23.90%

-20.61%
-17.91%

-9.58%

-3.69%

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016
-25

-20

-15

-10

-5

0

Funding cuts and growing
student numbers

 

Share of GDP
 

+23% non-academic
staff

 

University demographics 
 

between 2008/09 and
2015/16

 (+12% from 2008/09 to
2017/18)

 

between 2009/10
and 2017/18

 

between 2009/10
and 2017/18

 



EUA Public Funding Observatory

ICELAND

Item
Total public funding 

(EUR)1

Total public funding 
(in national 

currency) (ISK)2

Total public funding 
as percentage of 

GDP3
Inflation rate4 Student numbers5 Staff numbers6

Sources
European Commission 
official exchange rate 

June 2017

Icelandic Rectors' 
Conference

Eurostat (for GDP at 
market prices)

Eurostat
Icelandic Rectors' 

Conference
Icelandic Rectors' 

Conference

2008 126,282,564 c 14,203,000,000 1.17% c 12.8% 12,587 1,066

2009 131,252,779 c 14,762,000,000 1.42% c 16.3% 13,044 1,260

2010 127,927,447 c 14,338,000,000 1.28% c 7.5% 13,818 1,275

2011 126,629,323 c 14,242,000,000 1.20% c 4.2% 13,843 1,278

2012 132,702,054 c 14,925,000,000 1.20% c 6.0% 13,827 1,283

2013 144,118,432 c 16,209,000,000 1.24% c 4.1% 14,377 1,316

2014 150,511,247 c 16,928,000,000 1.16% c 1.0% 14,035 1,343

2015 166,275,451 c 18,701,000,000 1.10% c 0.3% 14,195 1,391

2016 178,536,499 c 20,080,000,000 c 0.98% c 0.8% 14,121 1,425 c

2017 198,364,008 o 22,310,000,000 o N/A N/A 14,129 1,439 f

Last update: 30/11/2017

N/A= not available c = corrected f = forecast/estimate p = provisional o = officially announced figure

6 Total number of academic and non-academic staff (FTE) employed by the University of Iceland which constitutes about 2/3 of the publicly funded Higher Education Institutions 
(public and private). Staff numbers are reported per academic year (2008 = academic year 2008/2009)

1 Total public funding in EUR provided to higher education institutions by national public authorities only, not including EU funds (current prices)

2 Total public funding in national currency provided to higher education institutions by national public authorities only, not including EU funds (current prices)

3 Total public funding as defined above as percentage of GDP at market prices (revised as described in PFO report)

4 Harmonised Indices of Consumer Prices (HICPs) inflation rate as annual average rate of change. HICPs are designed for international comparisons of consumer price inflation

5 Total number of students enrolled in public higher education institutions in Iceland, counted in full time equivalents (FTE). Student numbers are reported per academic year (2008 
= academic year 2008/2009)





































http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/tgm/refreshTableAction.do?tab=table&plugin=1&pcode=tec00001&language=en
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/tgm/refreshTableAction.do?tab=table&plugin=1&pcode=tec00001&language=en
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/tgm/table.do?tab=table&language=en&pcode=tec00118&tableSelection=1&footnotes=yes&labeling=labels&plugin=1















































