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First there was the CRIS …
Maximising impact & saving researchers’ time since 2002.

“…an integrated management system to help monitor our progress in research and 
scholarship and to help manage their support.”
-TCD Strategic Plan, 2002 Chapter 5: Strategy to Realise our Vision of Trinity, Action 18, p26

CERIF*-based structure focuses on: People and their Publications, Projects, Affiliations and Collaborations.

The RSS supports research profiles from across the whole TCD Research community:
• Academic staff
• Research staff
• Research students
• Administrative and support staff

*Common European Research Information Format
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Route 3: Open Access Repositories

TARA makes available:
TCD research outputs
Theses and dissertations
Image collections
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Upload to TARA via the RSS



Integrated CRIS & Repository: most integrated information system in the 
University 

Captures this

Produces this

Integrated with…

[R.I.P.]



About TARA§ Registered in OpenDOAR, ROAR & other 
repository directories

§ OpenAIRE compliant, Plan S compliant, 
Horizon Europe, ERC, Irish funder -compliant

§ Harvested internally and externally (by 
OpenAIRE, DART-Europe, BASE, Google  and 
other portals and search engines)

§ Contains the full range of TCD research 
outputs, including:
§ Research publications (books, articles, etc.)
§ Datasets
§ Theses and dissertations (full end-to-end 

eThesis submission system)
§ Images
§ Entire journal archives

      More …

Plus a comprehensive range 
of training courses for staff 
and students



• c.5,000 institutional 
repositories worldwide 
regsitered in OpenDOAR (2021) 

• Metadata, persistent identifiers 
and licences provided.

• Metadata harvested & 
aggregated by services such as 
OpenAIRE.

• Powerful open, non commercial 
infrastructure

• Equitable & sustainable

• Libraries of all kinds are 
involved

• Technical developments, e.g., 
NOTIFY from COAR

Map of institutional repositories worldwide REGISTERED IN OPENDOAR, 2021*

TARA is not alone!

* https://doi.org/10.1177/01655515231202758 

https://doi.org/10.1177/01655515231202758
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TCD Open Access Policy

"...each staff member and research student 
will provide, immediately upon acceptance 
for publication, an electronic copy of the 

final-peer-reviewed draft of each article..."

— Trinity College Dublin Open Access 
Publications Policy

 TCD Open Access Publications Policy 2010 –
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TCD Strategic Plan

– “ Lead on Open Scholarship 
and promote Open Access 
publication”.

https://www.tcd.ie/strategy/ 

https://www.tcd.ie/strategy/


Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin

School of Nursing & Midwifery Maintenance Grant

Incentivization of Open Access at the School level 
(linked to TCD Faculty Research Productive metrics)

Recognition & reward for Open Access 
for each peer reviewed journal article 
or book chapter (authored or co-
authored) that are uploaded to TARA

Initiated in 2023 as part of the School 
of Nursing & Midwifery Research 
Maintenance Grant programme.

Increase in OA deposits in TARA of 
almost 300% in the past year.
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Impact
Repositories for

• Increased citations
• Access for policy-makers 
• Access for enterprise, innovation
• Support for UN SDGs
• Equitable, no fees global access 
• Content easily discoverable via Google and 

other search engines
• FAIR and interoperable: optimized metadata, 

persistent identifiers, Creative Commons 
licences
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Equity
Repositories for
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• Open Access 
Article +

• Plain text 
summary +

• Audio +
• Video with Irish 

Sign Language

P.I.: Dr Edurne  Garcia 
Iriarte.  TCD School of  
Social Work &  Social
Policy.

DARAT: Disability  
Accessible  Research
Archive
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Trust
Repositories for
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Datasets accompanying & validating 
publications
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Innovation
Repositories for

• Access  to research for enterprise, 
innovation

• Support for Diamond Open Access
• CRIS integration brings multiple 

benefits for reporting
• TARA includes eDeposit Ireland 

(voluntary electronic legal deposit)
• Current upgrade will support even 

more interoperability & 
discoverability



Irish Open Access Policy Timeline

2007 
EURAB 
Recommendations
to European 
Commission
 [Irish Chair]

2008 – 
OA mandates:
all Irish funders; 
many institutions

Nov
2019

Dec
2021

Nov
2022

NORF 2 
Established

National 
Research 
Landscape 
Report

National 
Open 
Research 
Action Plan

Nov
2023

& SISTER 
PROJECTS

&  SISTER 
PROJECTS
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“Strengthen support for key cross-
cutting policy agendas including Open 
Research and Research Integrity”

“… progress was made in particular on the Open 
Research and Research Integrity agendas as a result of 
the dedication of associated working groups: the 
National Open Research Forum and the National 
Research Integrity Forum respectively. We will support 
continued progress on these key policy agendas, 
positioning Ireland as an international model of best 
practice”.
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NATIONAL OPEN RESEARCH ACTION PLAN

“A4.1 Strengthen Ireland’s network of open access 
repositories.” 

“A4.1.1 Conduct a national programme of open access 
repository assessment and alignment to deliver 
standardised metadata nationally while building and 
aligning infrastructure according to international best 
practice. For example, OpenAIRE guidelines, Plan S 
requirements, and evolving practice.”



The National Open Research Forum supports multiple projects
 – see norf.ie











Draft Legislation (under consultation)

https://scoir.moodlecloud.com/pluginfile.php/259/mod_resource/content/3/Copyright%20Open%20Access%20Bill.pdf 

§ Covers all research outputs
§ Author’s Accepted Manuscript
§ Research outputs must be 

deposited in institutional or other 
appropriate repository

§ Onus on institutions to support 
researchers & establish workflows 
to enable compliance and 
monitoring

§ Monitoring and reporting built-in

https://scoir.moodlecloud.com/pluginfile.php/259/mod_resource/content/3/Copyright%20Open%20Access%20Bill.pdf


National Diamond Publishing 
Platform Feasibility Study  & 

Pilot

Feasibility study on a Diamond OA platform for 
journals and monographs in Ireland 

Timeframe: 1 November 2022–1 November 2024

Objectives
§ research and map the landscape of scholarly 

publishing across all disciplines on the 
island;

§ benchmark Irish scholarly publishing 
against international good practice in 
Diamond OA standards, process and 
infrastructures;

§ conduct the feasibility study for a publicly 
owned, centralised all-island platform for 
Diamond OA publication of journals and 
books;

§ design, build, test and implement a pilot 
publishing platform based upon project 
recommendations, in collaboration with 
stakeholders;

§ publish a set of recommendations for a 
publicly-owned, centralised platform for 
Diamond OA publication of journals and 
books in Ireland.

https://publishoa-ie.moodlecloud.com/



include text and data archiving as a requirement 
in research projects, along with publishing 
papers … this would mean depositing work in 
institutional repositories, in cases in which such 
facilities exist.

Making archiving obligatory would also 
encourage universities that don’t yet operate 
their own repositories to work towards 
instituting them. 

“ … if we adopted this widely, this would be a 
safeguarding mechanism for the knowledge of 
our current generation so the future generations 
can access it.” – Hussein Suleman, University of Cape Town



TARA upgrade to Dspace 8 (by early 2025)

COAR Notify Protocol
• Interoperability: Enables smooth 

interaction between the repository and 
other systems (e.g., repositories, data 
platforms) through standardized 
notifications.
• Enhanced Discoverability: Improves 

the visibility and access of digital 
objects by ensuring that changes and 
new content are promptly 
communicated to interested parties.

ü Enhances impact
üAdds functionality
üAdds capacity 
üAutomation of ingest
üDiamond Open Access 

publishing
üOverlay services (e.g., peer 

review for pre-prints)

Repositories are developing rapidly



• Invest/reinforce their infrastructures 
and services (like IRs and publishing 
platforms)

Cooperate with other RPOs and 
funders

• Sustain “horizontal” services 
(registries, PIDs, etc.)

• Establish shared infrastructures and 
services (national Portals or networks, 
etc.).

• Invest in/reinforce the staff involved in 
managing these repositories

TARA  is just one of thousands of Open Access Institutional Repositories 
worldwide…

• Curate their institution’s research 

results & contributions

• Disseminate their institution’s 

research results & enhance 

visibility

• Enable Open and Responsible 

Research Assessment.

• Expertise & training

Institutional Repositories …
Universities need to…



Go raibh míle maith agaibh!
Thank you!

Niamh Brennan
nbrennan@@tcd.ie
@niamhmbrennan


