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RWTH Aachen University 
The Big Picture in Figures 

Professors
Students in 

Total

Graduates

New Enrolments

International 

Students

Staff (Full-Time 

Equivalent)

Financial Vol.

Total Budget

in Billion €

Publications

47,173

12,477

10,588

6,657

553

10,156

9,912

1,05
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Industry and 

Private Sector

RWTH Aachen University 
Source of Grants and Funding

1.05
Billion €

OtherFoundations

German Research 

Foundation (DFG)EU Teaching Funds

BMBF and other

Federal Departments

17.15.6 32.117.3 20.65.61.7%

} Grants from the State of NRW562.3 Million €

} Project Funds486.7 Million €
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RWTH Aachen University‘s Approach to Partnerships and Networks

• Bottom-up approach

• Strategic scaling up to

university-level

• Rooted in values

• Regions of Strategic 

Interest and Rector‘s

Delegates
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Internationalization of Higher Education in a changing world

Rise of populism, 
isolationism and 
authoritarianism 

Geo-political 
polarization 

Global challenges 
like the pandemic

Great chances, great 
menaces: digitalization

Threats to academic 
freedom

International 

cooperations
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Internationalization Strategy development at RWTH Aachen University

• Self-conception: Hub in a global scientific

community allowing free circulation of

knowledge, ideas and people; taking into

account global inter-connectedness and

interdependence

• Added dimension to strategic outlook: 

International Responsibility

 Internationalization rooted in values

 Toward systemic sustainability and level

playing-field in global scientific community -

capacity building, brain-circulation

 Guidance and solid frameworks for

cooperations
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Response to a changing world: 
Developing frameworks for international cooperations

Defining values
Providing 

orientation and
support

Establishing
processes
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Hindrances and pitfalls in international cooperations

• Lighthouse project turns problem case: 

RWTH - U Tsinghua Joint Laboratory in 

Laser Technology

Cover image of ASPI Policy brief Report No. 23/2019

Joske, Alex: The China Defence Universities Tracker. 

Exploring the military and security links of China’s universities. 

Illustration by Badiucao/https://www.badiucao.com

• Retroactive declaration of joint research as

military collaboration
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Increased risks of unfavourable media coverage

https://www.stern.de/politik/ausland/rheinmetall--deutsche-uni-an-planung-fuer-panzerfabrik-in-tuerkei-beteiligt-7597932.html https://www.spiegel.de/lebenundlernen/uni/us-militaerforschung-an-deutschen-unis-21-millionen-dollar-in-zehn-jahren-a-1273282.html

Renowned

RWTH Aachen 

University did a 

feasibility study for

controversial tank 

factory in Turkey 

[…]

RWTH Aachen 

University: More 

than 1.2 mio US-

Dollars from

Pentagon
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Example: Relations with Chinese Partners

RWTH Aachen University - China

• 29 agreements at university or faculty level

• Long-standing Strategic Partnership with UTsinghua, incl. largest Sino-German double degree

program

• Largest international community at RWTH (students and all scientific career levels)

• At least 50 chairs maintain regular relations with colleagues in China

• Liaison Office in Beijing since 2007

• Cooperation in online education (Global MOOC Alliance)

• Joint research labs (1st established 2014 – both a „popular model“ as well as problematic)

• Average of 400 co-publications, close to 300 business trips, and a good 100 exchange students 

to China per year
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Example: Relations with Chinese Partners

• Secure sufficient expertise within the institution, continously observe relevant developments

in China 

• Shape transparent processes in the administration of cooperations, provide clear guidelines

• Join forces with German and European partners to exchange best practices and gain critical

mass vis-a-vis policy makers

Measures at RWTH Aachen University
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European Higher Education Institutions cooperating with third countries

• Further harmonization of legal regulations within the EU

• Establishment of a central contact-point pooling knowledge and resources: European Office 

of HEI Cooperation with third countries

• Events, trainings, networking opportunities and awareness-raising activities

• Substantial funding programs for academic cooperation which take specific difficulties into 

account 

• Recognition of the importance of global scientific cooperation as an effective form of 

diplomacy 

Support needed from policy makers



Thank you


