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Officially established in 2016 by CRUI the Italian

Conference of Rectors but working since 2013 through

bottom-up approach

88
Italian Universities

90% CRUI associated
Universities

THE NETWORK OF UNIVERSITIES FOR 
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

Technical groupsThematic Working Groups



RUS Community 
900 (faculty,  staff, 

students)

RUS General 
Assembly 86

RUS Coordination
Committee 11

Presidency and 
Secretariat

Italian Universities

Community

NETWORK governance

Partnerships, 

Associations, 

NGOs, public

entities

Technical groups
(top down approach) 

Working groups 
(botton up approach) 



Communities of practice

Who?
Coordinator/s

Support to the coordinator/s

University representatives (average: 60 universities/WG) 

What?
Guidelines (e.g. decarbonization guidelines, etc.)

Surveys 

Best practices

Conference and seminars

Collaboration with associations and public entities
When and where?
Periodic meetings

Mostly online



Technical groups

Who?
Coordinator/s

Support to the coordinator/s

University representatives (average: 60 universities/WG) 

What?
Guidelines (e.g. decarbonization guidelines, etc.)

Surveys 

Best practices

Conference and seminars

Collaboration with associations and public entities

When and where?
Periodic meetings

Mostly online

CARRYING CAPACITY 
AND GOOD PRACTICE

STUDENTS HUBS

GREEN JOBS 
OBSERVATORY



SIGNATURE OF RECTORS’ manifesto ON IMPLEMENTING 
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 



Some evidence of the results obtained
Are the principles of sustainable development

mentioned in the University Statute?
Are the principles of sustainable development

present in the University’s Strategic Plan

2017 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023

No 29 27 32 43 49 45

Sì 12 21 27 26 35 40
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2017 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023

No 11 4 6 11 9 5

Sì 30 44 53 58 75 80
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Measurable sustainability targets
Does the University Strategic Plan include quantitative sustainability targets?

2020 2021 2022 2023

si 32 46 55 63

no 27 23 29 22
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Is there a Rector’s Delegate on Sustainability issues?

Is there a dedicated sustainability organizational
structure (office) at the University?

2017 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023

No 13 21 16 20 27 20

Sì 28 27 43 49 57 65
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2017 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023

no 21 27 16 9 24 21

in fase di costituzione 4 21 16 16

Sì 20 21 39 39 44 48
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Regional sub-network

SiciliaPugliaVeneto Toscana Emilia
Romagna
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