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UDL journey in ATU



3 Principles of UDL Universal 
Design for 
Learning

(UDL) as a framework 
for inclusive education.

‘a key pedagogical framework which 
seeks to address the traditional ‘one 
size fits all’ curriculum’

(Flood & Banks, 2021)

Multiple Means of...
 



UDL Guidelines



Development of Post Graduate Certificate /MA in UDL

• Natural progression from Digital Badge in UDL – Local 
& National Roll out

• ATU Curriculum Development Team: Maureen Haran, Dr 
Niamh Plunkett, Dr Breda McTaggart

• External Expertise/Advisors -review & input to the 
module & programme learning outcomes
• Dara Ryder, CEO AHEAD
• Dr Lisa Padden, Programme Manager, University for All, 

UCD
• Trevor Boland, Assistive Technologist, DCU



Internal Review Panel Validation May 2022

•Letter of Support: Dr Fiona Maloney, Director of Further 
Education & Training Support Services, ETBI

•Panel Members – review and interview programme team
•Dr Sean Bracken, Principal Lecturer, University of Worchester
•Dr Gina Noonan, Head of Teaching & Learning, SETU (Carlow)
•Carol Neenan, Active Inclusion Officer, Cork Education & 
Training Board

Programme approved with commendations



Post Graduate Certificate in UDL: 30 ECTS

Post Graduate Certificate in UDL: 30 ECTS
Two (15) credit modules in year one (September – May)

• Understanding the UDL Framework: Inclusive Education 
– Beyond Threshold Concepts (Semester 1: Sept –Dec)

• Implementing the UDL Framework: Supporting Student 
Learning (Semester 2: Jan-May)

Learners have the option to progress to:

Master of Arts in UDL: 60 ECTS
• Research Project: Year 2
• Proposal – 15%
• Project – 75%
• Viva Voice- 10%



Our collective curriculum development knowledge.



Designing with UDL in Mind



Bigg’s Constructive Alignment
#designwithudlinmind

(Novak Education, 2020)



Bigg’s Constructive Alignment

How might the UDL Framework 
enhance curricular design?



Insights from UDL Implementation

Dr. Ruth Quinn
 

Examples of UDL 

practices in the 

curriculum



Student Voice
How useful do you think these things would be in helping you learn in your courses?



Universal Design for Learning Plan
• Skills
• Student Preferences 
•UDL Modifications
•  UDL1: Hands-on activities
•  UDL2: Connect course content with real-world experiences.
•  UDL3: Guide you using increasingly difficult activities or    
    Assignments.
• UDL4: Highlight patterns and relationships in the course content.
• UDL5: Present the same course content in multiple ways.



Implementation

Noise Pollution Project



Infographics



Findings
How useful do you think these things would be in helping you learn in your courses?



Student 
Choices 
Week 1



Dr. Ruth Quinn's ePortfolio

https://storage.googleapis.com/udl_portfolio/content/index.html


ATU’s Pg Cert/MA in UDL



Next Steps 

How can we foster inclusion 

through UD/UDL?

Adopting the ALTITUDE Charter 

in Irish Tertiary Education



For additional information: 

Contact: maureen.haran@atu.ie


	Slide 1: Title Slide: Unleashing the Power of UDL; revolutionising education for diverse learners
	Slide 2: UDL journey in ATU
	Slide 3: Universal  Design for  Learning  (UDL) as a framework for inclusive education.
	Slide 4: UDL Guidelines
	Slide 5: Development of Post Graduate Certificate /MA in UDL
	Slide 6: Internal Review Panel Validation May 2022
	Slide 7: Post Graduate Certificate in UDL: 30 ECTS
	Slide 8: Our collective curriculum development knowledge.
	Slide 9: Designing with UDL in Mind
	Slide 10: Bigg’s Constructive Alignment #designwithudlinmind
	Slide 11: How might the UDL Framework enhance curricular design?
	Slide 12: Examples of UDL practices in the curriculum
	Slide 13: Student Voice
	Slide 14: Universal Design for Learning Plan
	Slide 15: Implementation
	Slide 16: Infographics
	Slide 17: Findings
	Slide 18: Student Choices  Week 1
	Slide 19: Dr. Ruth Quinn's ePortfolio
	Slide 20: ATU’s Pg Cert/MA in UDL
	Slide 21: Next Steps 
	Slide 22: For additional information:  Contact: maureen.haran@atu.ie 

