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General ideas

Research and 

innovation

To deal with societal challenges and improve 

all professional and productive sectors

Doctorate To train individuals in undertaking original 

research and respond questions with 

theoretical and/or applied implications

Industrial 

doctorate

To combine synergically strengths of 

both university and industry, and thus 

promote research and innovation



Industrial doctorate: advantages

For the company For the PhD student

Improved competitiveness due to 

collaboration with highly-qualified staff 

and eventual  enhancement of services 

and products

Improved CV by participation in a 

research+development project

Access to diverse and high-standard  

equipment at universities

Interaction with companies committed 

to research and innovation

Tax reduction Double guidance by company and 

university

Beneficial feedback from university 

experts

Availability of both university and 

company labs

Possible establishment of beneficial 

alliances between scientists and 

companies

Training in company operating and 

demands



Industrial doctorate at the University of 
Alicante (UA): Beginning 

2023

Spanish Royal Decree 
576/2023

Writing of Article 15 bis  
of RD 99/2011 modified

2011

Spanish Royal Decree 
99/2011

Article 15 bis. Industrial 
Doctorate Mention

2015

First UA Call for co-funding predoctoral contracts between the UA 
and companies
Modality A
● 50/50 company/university (company 12,000€/year for 3 years, 

36,000€ in total)
● Student employed at the university during the entire PhD period
● Industrial Doctorate Mention not yet

UA pioneers calls for industrial doctorate in Valencian Community 
and it is one of the first at the national level



Industrial doctorate at the UA: Beginning 

2021

Valencian Community funding to promote 
industrial doctorate

● Concerns only all 5 Valencian public 
universities

● Up to 200,000€/university/year until 2025
● Possibility of financing contracts for  

business agents promoting in-site industrial 
doctorate2017

First UA Call for Industrial doctorate adding the possibility to fund 
research expenses of ongoing industrial projects in companies
Modality B
● 30,600€ for PhD supervisor to fund research expenses of a 

student already employed in a company during three years, and 
that eventually will end up with Industrial Doctorate Mention 
(first included in a UA call)

● Modality B co-occur with Modality A

UA pioneers calls for industrial doctorate in Valencian Community 
and it is one of the first at the national level



2024

First UA Call for Industrial doctorate omitting 
modality A

● Only Modalities B and C left
● New denominations for modalities:                 

1 instead of B, 2 instead of C

2021

First UA Call for Industrial doctorate adding the possibility for the 
student to be employed in a company during part of the PhD period 
Modality C
● Contract in the company should last at least a full year, and the 

rest of the time until 3-4 years in total is paid by the UA
● Company pays 24,000€/year
● Modality C co-occur with Modalities A and B

Industrial doctorate at the UA: Beginning 

UA pioneers calls for industrial doctorate in Valencian Community 
and it is one of the first at the national level



• Service for Research Management (SGI), in charge of 
industrial doctorate for a decade
• Management of this type of contracts improved

Industrial doctorate at the UA: 
Achievements and Advantages 



• Determined efforts of UA as an institution including its 
Science Park Foundation

• Contributed to set up a network of 50+ companies
• Costs for the company are lower and more flexible due to 

coordination with other regional actions and calls on 
industrial doctorate
• Less pressure and risk for small to medium-sized companies 

(abundant in the closest industrial environment) involved in 
this type of doctorate

Industrial doctorate at the UA: 
Achievements and Advantages 



Funding Ecosystem  

Scope Programme Primary Focus UA Synergies

Internal (UA)
Internal Programme 

(UAIND)
Regional Transfer Maximum administrative agility

Regional GVA Valencian Community
Bridge grants & enrollment 

fees support

National AEI (Industrial Doctorates) National Excellence Management support via SGI

European MSCA Industrial DN Global Mobility Large-scale consortia support

Complex and complementary, offering many options



Industrial doctorate vs 
doctorate programmes UA

Total percentage (%) of industrial theses successfully defended until 2025

In 11 
programmes 

out of 32

Computer 
Engineering

Business, 
Economy and 

Society

Sciences

Material 
Science

30 theses 
in total



Industrial doctorate at the UA: 
Current Numbers

Total percentage (%) of industrial theses at different 
stages and with/without Industrial Mention

78 theses 
in total 
(30+48)

Modality A

Modalities B, C



Number of applications to UA Calls for Industrial Doctorate

Industrial doctorate at the UA: 
Temporal Evolution



Industrial doctorate at the UA: 
Temporal Evolution

Annual UA funding for Doctorates in collaboration with companies

By 2027, 
accumulated 

investment will 
reach 4 mill. €

(3 + 1)

In 2021, funding 
of regional 

government starts

From 2021-2026,  regional 
government grants 1-mill.€ for 
Industrial Doctorate at the UA

Top 
funding



Current public information about 
Industrial theses in Spain

➔In Teseo (Spanish official database of doctoral theses), there are 
records of only 72 theses with Industrial Mention

➔Almost half from the UA

◆ In fact, only one from the UA…

◆Embargo
◆Technical change in the platform of Teseo!



➔Promotion at the UA of a form system to gather data on Industrial 
doctorate from all Spanish universities, and …

➔… request to Ministry that new data can be added to Teseo in doctoral 
thesis records not reflecting  the Industrial Mention field

◆Better and more accurate understanding of the evolution and current 
situation of industrial doctorate in Spain

➔Explore the whole range of possibilities offered by the Science Park and 
the business community for improving industrial doctorate

➔Boost Industrial Doctorate Mention
◆Combined efforts between the International Doctorate School and the 

Service for Research Management 
◆Change the idea that industrial doctorate can just be done in industry

Future of industrial doctorate - UA



Bridging Sectors to Boost 
Innovation: The Role of Industrial 
Doctorates in University-Industry 

Collaboration

Thank you very much for your attention!

Specific questions to:

Gemma Rubio Barber

UA Business Doctorate Agent

gemma.rubio@ua.es

mailto:gemma.rubio@ua.es
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