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UiT in 
numbers
4,470 employees, where 
1,015 is technical/

administrative staff

15,244 active students

885 PhD students

4,319 million nok



Faculty of 
natural sciences

Six departments

1. Physics and Technology 
2. Geosciences
3. Chemistry

4. Mathematics and Statistics
5. Computer Sciences
6. Technology and Security

To units
• Tromsø Geophysical 

Observatory 

• European Incoherent Scatter 
Scientific Association (EISCAT)





Ca 170 PhD candidates at Natural 
Sciences Faculty, UiT

Norge Tyskland India Iran Frankrike Kina Pakistan Storbritannia Danmark

Spania Italia USA Sveitz Russland Tsjekkia Polen Brasil Egypt

Nederland Slovakia Jemen Bangladesh Kroatia Belgia Finland Østerikke Armenia

Libanon Vietnam Tyrkia New Zeeland Ungarn Sri Lanka Algeri



PhD candidates

• Employees & Students

• First job, often

• Have the same rights and 
duties as regular employees 
in addition to being a student 
and act like one

• Get a job / specialize within a 
particular field 

• Build a career within academia, 
(there is no room for all dr. 
degrees inside academia)

• Overqualified for the world 
outside

PhD purpose



When was the last time when YOU looked for/applied 
for a job outside academia?



Challenges

• Transferable skills? 

• Where and how do they 
apply? 

• Overall “life” perspective

• How important is the Dr. 
tittle & qualification?

• Language

• Network: offline / online



Network events outside university

• Career guidance from the county 
municipality 

• Potential employers

• Business associations

• Co-working spaces

• Leisure activities

• Organizations aimed at assisting 
the international workforce 
already in the country





Ask questions
• CV and application 

tailored to Norwegian 
standards?

• Knowledge of Norwegian 
society and work culture?

• Language skills?

• Network?

• Who can assist with job 
searching?

• What is the unique 
competence?

• Interview practice?

• Career center?

• Apply, either way!



In 2025, UiT set a record 
with 138 PhD defenses.

67% of all those who earn a 
PhD at UiT remain in 
Northern Norway.

11% find work outside of 
Norway.

Ca 50% of those recruited 
from other parts of Norway 
stay in Northern Norway.

Ca 50% of all international 
candidates remain in 
Northern Norway



Thank you!

Gabriela.Sirbu@uit.no


	Velkommen til seminar
	Slide 1: The World Outside Academia
	Slide 2: Map of UiT's campuses and presence in Northern Norway
	Slide 3: UiT in numbers
	Slide 4: Faculty of natural sciences
	Slide 5
	Slide 6: Ca 170 PhD candidates at Natural Sciences Faculty, UiT
	Slide 7: PhD candidates
	Slide 8: When was the last time when YOU looked for/applied for a job outside academia? 
	Slide 9: Challenges
	Slide 10: Network events outside university
	Slide 11
	Slide 12: Ask questions 
	Slide 13
	Slide 14: Thank you!


